
	

2016 kicked off 
with a frosty 

Hot Rum Race 
on New Year’s 
Day, followed 

by a cup of grog 
and a warm 
Happy New 

Year celebration. 
Hot Rum Race 

results on  
page 12.  
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Commodore’s	Report	
by Paul McManus 
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I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you, 
and your families, a very Happy New Year.  
 
It was my pleasure to welcome our new Board 
members at our December Board Meeting. I am 
very excited about the quality of our team for 
2016 and am looking forward to working with 
the new Board.  

 
Our departing members have done a great job in bringing new 
folks on board. Casey de Jong, Vice Commodore; Nancy Côté, 
Rear Commodore; Vincent Argiro, Fleet Captain Racing; and 
Dennis Fortin, Secretary are all joining the Board. Also Fleet  
      continued on page 2 
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1st	 1030	 Hot	Rum	Race	&	Social	
5th		 1900	 Board	Meeting	
17th	 1030	 Ben	Mohr	Rock	Race	
22nd	1700	 Pub	Night-Member	Host	
29th	 1900	 Cruising	Talk:	Anchorages	
31st	1000	 Groundhog	Brunch/Race	

January	2016	
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	 	 	 	 	 1	 2	
3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	
17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 31	

2nd		 1900	 Board	Meeting	
14th	 1030		 Channel	Islands	Race	
14th	 1800	 Skipper’s	Choice	Potluck	
21st	 22nd		 SISC	Winter	Craze	
28th	 	0930	 Walker	Rock	Race	

February	2016	
S	 M	 T	 W		 T	 F	 S	
	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	 29	 	 	 	 	 	

1st		 1900	 General	Meeting	
7th	 1900	 Cruising	Talk:	Reciprocals	
8th	 1900	 Board	Meeting	
12th-13th	 Spring	Regatta	
18th	 1700	 Meet	&	Greet	Pub	Night	
25th-28th	 Easter	Cruise	

March	2016	
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6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	
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20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	
27	 28	 29	 30	 31	 	 	



	

	
2	

SALTSPRING	ISLAND	SAILING	CLUB	TELLTALES	 New	Year	2016	

2

Commodore’s	Report	
continued from page 1 
 
Captain Cruising, which was vacant last year, will 
be filled by Karen Laidlaw.  
 
Silk Questo has agreed to extend her tenure for 
another year as it was problematic to find a 
replacement to handle the myriad of tasks that she, 
as Communication Director, handles. We will 
work during the coming year to find Silk’s 
eventual replacement. 
 
Events of the holiday season included the 
Montague New Year’s Cruise, which is always a 
fun way to spend New Year’s Eve. I think the 
expression making the rounds last year was “What 
happens in Montague stays in Montague” and that 
sentiment seemed to attract a record number of 
boats to the overnight cruise this year.  
New Year’s Day saw another very successful Hot 

3

Rum Race and Club Social. Congratulations to the 
intrepid souls who dragged themselves out of bed 
after a night of partying to go racing. 
 
The business of running the Club continues. Past 
Commodore Eric van Soeren has moved the 
property rezoning forward; he achieved third 
reading of the application this month.  
 
Work was completed to temporarily stabilize F 
Dock to get it through the winter storms, with 
additional work anticipated in spring. In 
December, House and Grounds completed a major 
pruning of the trees on the property, resulting in the 
extra bonus of lots of firewood available to Club 
members at no charge. 
 
I thank you all for the opportunity to be your 
Commodore for 2016. I look forward to meeting 
and working with you during the year. Please note 
that our next General Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 1st at the SISC clubhouse.  ■ 

	

Meet	Your	2016	Board	of	Directors	

Paul	McManus	
Commodore	

Eric	van	Soeren	
Past	Commodore	

Casey	de	Jong	
Vice	Commodore	

Nancy	Côté	
Rear	Commodore	

Vincent	Argiro	
Fleet	Capt	Racing	

Bruce	Stenstrom	
Fleet	Capt	Dinghy	

Karen	Laidlaw	
Fleet	Capt	Cruising	

Betsy	Johnston	
Staff	Captain	

Norbert	Schlenker	
Treasurer	

Rod	Macdonald	
Wharfinger	

Silk	Questo	
Communications	Dir	

Dennis	Fortin	
Secretary	
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support of Eric van Soeren’s efforts to have the 
Club property rezoned. Now, I know that most of 
us consider ourselves handicapped in one way or 
another, but let’s try to leave these spaces for people 
whose mobility is truly restricted.  
 
As promised in Chris Gadsby’s last report, we are 
now the proud owners of two excellent bicycle 
racks. Thanks go to Michael Clark for doing the 
research on Island Trust approved racks, and 
Dennis Fortin for picking up these racks in 
Vancouver. 
 
Major trimming of some of the trees by a local 
arborist took place the week before Christmas. This 
is work that really should not be done by volunteers, 
because it is hazardous and has the potential to 
damage power lines. The small branches were 
chipped and hauled away, the area cleaned and 
raked, and the large branches bucked into firewood 
rounds for collection by members.   
 
Our attention early in the New Year is directed to 
the development of a Club Environmental Policy 
and an Emergency Response Plan. Aside from 
simply being good practice, each of these is needed 
in our quest to 
become Clean 
Marine BC 
certified. 
 
In the coming 
months you 
will be hearing 
much more 
about the Clean Marine BC certification process.  It 
seems that we are already quite “green”, but there is 
room for some relatively simple improvement.  This 
is a project that requires collaboration among all of 
the committees of the Club, and ultimately the 
cooperation of each of us. 
 
I am grateful to be given the opportunity to serve 
the Club as its Vice Commodore this year.   ■ 
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Firstly, I would like to thank my 
immediate predecessors in the 
Vice Commodore’s position.  
Both Paul McManus and 
Wayne Tepper have provided 
sterling examples and I will be 
grateful if I can live up to their 
performances.  

 
Thanks are also due to Chris Gadsby, also a past 
Vice Commodore, who stood in during the board 
transition during the fall.  
 
I have been handed an enthusiastic and competent 
House and Grounds Committee. The facilities for 
which I assume responsibility have been left in 
excellent condition, and the ongoing projects are 
well organized. 
 
I am pleased to report that Roy Marlatt has 
agreed to take on the role of House and Grounds 
Coordinator. Roy is a particularly competent 
individual, a good listener to other people’s 
opinions, decisive, and a diligent worker. My 
good friend and mentor Rob Denny says that Roy 
maintains his own wooden boat beautifully.  
Anyone who knows Rob, knows that says a lot.  
Suffice to say that I have complete confidence in 
Roy. 
 
I am also pleased to report that Nelly Tom-Kee 
has agreed to assume the role of booking 
coordinator. Candace Brochmann has been doing 
this job for a number of years, and she deserves a 
big thank you from the Club for her years of 
dedicated service. 
 
Four handicapped parking signs are in place, 
presently on temporary wooden posts. Thanks go 
to Al Sobieralsky for sourcing these signs and 
getting them in the ground. We are trying to 
acquire more of the excellent metal posts of the 
type used by the highways people. This was a 
somewhat time-sensitive project because it was in 

Vice	Commodore’s	Report	
By Casey de Jong 
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A JOLLY CHRISTMAS PARTY 
❶	William Coté and Jean Marie Panepinto once again took the best-

dressed prize   ❷	Not to be outdone, a record number of members 

donned Christmas hats   ❸ Wonderful potluck dishes   ❹ Nancy & 

RB Bortz with David Questo all got the “wear red” memo   ❺ Peter 

and Debbie Brouwer won the prize for most artfully-lit boat   ❻  The 

marina was bright and festive   ❼	Many Christmas angels came 

dressed in their holiday finery   ❽	Rockin’ around the Christmas tree! 

1

Happy New Year! Firstly, I’d like to thank the 
Social Events Committee who assisted the Staff 
Captain in organizing the various social events 
throughout 2015.  
 
Most of the committee from last year have 
stayed on with the exception of Karen 
Laidlaw who is now our new Cruising 

Captain and Alex Golder who will be away traveling much 
of the year. Karen Tepper, Ruth Riddell and Debbie 
Brouwer have stepped up as new members joining Julie 
Mills, Louise Devlin, Sharon Hawke, Diane Lugsdin, 
Laura Dafoe and Victoria Skinner on this year’s 
committee. Aly Markert will continue as our 
invaluable Social Events Coordinator.  
 
Christmas Party and Boat Light-up 
On the morning of December 10th Sharon 
Hawke, Karen Laidlaw, Victoria Skinner, 
Karen Tepper, Julie Mills, Aly Markert, Ruth 
Riddell and I met and the clubhouse to decorate 
it for the Christmas season.  
    continued on page 5 

Staff	Captain’s	Report	
by Betsy Johnston 
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Staff	Captain’s	Report	
continued from page 4 
 
The Christmas Party and Boat Light-Up on December 14th was a 
lively affair with almost 75 members attending. The potluck fare was 
outstanding and the mulled wine very popular. Victoria Skinner and 
Laura Dafoe joined me organizing the affair. A big thank you to all 
the members who helped with set-up and clean up: 
Sunshine Wilde, Debbie Brouwer, Peter 
Grove, and Colleen Shantz, who also 
judged the decorated boats and came up 
with some winners.  
 
The Brouwers won the best decorated boat. 
This year we decided to give a prize for the 
best Christmas Attire. Many rose to the 
occasion and the prize was won by  William 
Coté and Jean Marie Panepinto who started 
the trend at last year’s party!  
 
Hot Rum Race and Social 
Eighty people attended the New Year’s Hot 
Rum Race luncheon (photos on page 9). Aly 
Markert once again did a great job organizing 
the volunteers who worked hard to make this 
event a success. Julie Mills and Karen Tepper 
organized the event with me and we worked 
with our “crews”. Vincent Argiro 
and the racers kindly set up the 
tables and chairs before the Rum 
Race as many of us were at the New 
Year’s Eve cruise in Montague.  
  continued on page 6 

MORE CHRISTMAS CHEER 
❶	Christmas angels Karen Laidlaw and 

friend   ❷	Santa Lorne Shantz   ❸ Betsy 
Johnston, Debbie Brouwer and Colleen 
Shantz model their chapeaux   ❹ The season 

of big smiles!   ❺ Karen Tepper and David 

Questo share a toast   ❻  Todd and Connie 
Brett, and Xavier, sample the appies    
❼	Sunshine Wilde, Jill Sydneysmith and 

Jenny Barrio looking stylish   ❽	Gyle 
Keating, Norbert Schlenker and Patrick 
Beattie ... what? No red shirts?   ❾	Don 
Rose, Lisa Halstead, Larry Shetzer and Heinz 
Vitovec with a holiday libation. 
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Staff	Captain’s	Report	
continued from page 5 
 
Jody Hawley, Alex Golder, Diane Lugsdin, Sam Keating, Gaye 
Gardiner, and Jacqueline Sutton prepped the delicious salads and 
fruit, served the hot buttered rum, and generally prepared everything 
for the lunch. Once everyone sat down at the tables each table came 
up and were served the pies and salads by Jody, Gaye and Sam who 
remained on the 2nd crew and were joined by Terri Skjaveland (who 
manned the ovens) and Alison McManus.  
 
The clean up crew, Karen Laidlaw, Victoria Skinner, Patricia 
Marlatt and Kevin Vine got busy clearing plates and started the 
clean up while crew #2 served dessert. All in all I think it ran quite 
smoothly. Aly Markert and Iain Leckie put away all of the 
Christmas decorations. A big thank you to all the volunteers who 
contributed to this event and to all others who helped put away 
tables and chairs. 
 

Pub Nights Bartending 
Our latest Pub Night on Friday, January 22nd was ably hosted by 
Kim and Karen Laidlaw, and John and Diane Lugsdin. Our Pub 
Nights are all member-hosted events, and throughout the year we 
will need volunteer hosts to take on this fun task (see how to do it at 
right!). The Pub Nights are a good time to get together and socialize 
with fellow club members. It may or may not have a theme. There is 
money in the budget to pay for simple appies. New members 

especially may want to 
get together with 
another couple to host a 
Pub Night. Just contact 
the Staff Captain by 
email or phone to learn 
more. 
 
Many thanks to Kim 
Laidlaw (behind the bar 
at left) who has been the 
Club’s Beverage 
Manager for the past 

couple of years. Kim has done a terrific job and now is stepping 
down. We are still looking for one or more volunteers to take over 
this position. If no one steps up to become our Beverage Manager we 
could have a Beverage Management Team. This is a call to those 
who have Serve It Right certificates to please help out by volunteering 
for one or more events!  
 
Our next event is the February 14th Skipper’s Choice Potluck.   ■ 
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How	to	Host	a		
Pub	Night!	

by Betsy Johnston, Staff Captain 
 

1. Contact the Beverage Manager 
to make sure someone will man 
the bar two weeks in advance, so 
he/she can apply for the license. 
 

2. Shop for snacks which could 
really be just some chips and nuts. 
There is money in the Staff 
Captain’s budget to cover food 
and a few decorations if you 
decide to make it more elaborate. 
Let the Staff Captain know the 
total and put the receipts in the 
Financial Administrator’s cubby 
at the clubhouse, and she will get 
a check to you. 
 

3. Depending on the weather, you 
may need to go to the clubhouse a 
couple of hours early to get the 
heat going. Before 5:00 pm, set 
out a few chairs, maybe a table 
with a tablecloth or just set the 
appies out on the counter. When 
you are setting up you should run 
the dishwasher through a cycle to 
heat it up, as this will save you 
time later. 
 

4. Mingle with members and have 
fun! 
 

5. Clean up: Put the glasses and 
any plates, bowls and utensils 
used through the dishwasher. Put 
everything away. Lights out and 
lock up. 
 

In the past couple of years people 
have made some Pub Nights quite 
elaborate, with Mexican, Robbie 
Burns, and western themes (even 
line dancing). This is lots of fun, 
but traditionally Pub Nights have 
been as simple as described here. 
The Staff Captain is happy to 
answer any questions and meet 
you at the clubhouse to acquaint 
you with the kitchen.   ■ 
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Being a relatively new member of 
the Sailing Club, I was surprised 
and honoured to be asked to be 
the new Rear Commodore.  
 
I have had the chance to meet 
great people since joining the 

Club and felt that this was an excellent 
opportunity to contribute. I am looking forward to 
using my experience gained from 23 years as a 
Communication and Electronic Engineer Officer 
in the Canadian Forces to lead the Foreshore 
Team, represent them at the Board, and ensure 
they have the required resources to keep our 
wonderful facilities for many years to come.    
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Bob 
Jones, Derek Emmerson, David Questo, Don 
Rose, Heinz Vitovec and Derek Barrio (to name 
a few) for their patience and for their guidance 
during this transition time.   
 
The foreshore team has been busy since the AGM 
in November. Most importantly, they stabilized 
North F dock. The middle was sagging and it was 
crooked – in short, urgent work was required to 
ensure its integrity during the winter months.   
 
By adding 128 cubic feet of encapsulated billets 
(floats), the North F dock was raised by about 7 
inches, leveled and stabilized. The work included 
installing 30 brackets to add support to the inner 
bull rail/wave fence. You may notice yellow poly 
lines; they are used to tie the inner and outer wave 
fences together and help maintain the new billets 
in place. This will help the fences share the load 
from wave action. 
 
More long term work will be required in the 
spring, at which time we will look for general 
labour volunteers to help out. A big thank you to 
David Questo, Don Rose, Heinz Vitovec, 
Taylor Devlin and Peter Brouwer, as this project 
could not have been accomplished without their 
effort and expertise.  

Rear	Commodore’s	Report	
By Nancy Côté 

2

The reminder of the wooden ladders have been 
replaced as they were rotting away and presented a 
safety hazard. David and Heinz built 45 aluminum 
ladders to replace all remaining wooden ladders. 
Thanks to David for arranging free shop time, 
courtesy of Greg Bellavance.  
 
Derek Emmerson made the safety lanyards for the 
ladders and, with help from Ben Greenhough and 
Steve West, installed most of them in January. A 
few of the ladders will be moved to better locations, 
and new ladders will be installed at the Dinghy 
Dock and on E Dock (sailing school), as weather 
permits (i.e. nice and warm). 
 
Lastly two life-rings were installed on F Dock, since 
no ladder can be installed on the outer wall. A third 
life-ring will be installed near the wharfinger shack 
when the weather is better. 
 
Wishing you all a Happy New Year, and I look 
forward to meeting you on our docks, at Club 
functions, in town or on our BC ferries.   ■ 

Winter	Rat	Patrol!	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The intrepid hunters, Commodore Paul McManus and Vice 
Commodore Casey de Jong, are shown here with their latest 
prey. A healthy competition has developed between Casey and 
Paul to see who will be victorious in trapping the most of the 
furry little varmints who like to occasionally invade the 
sanctity of our clubhouse. Current scorecard reads:  Casey 2, 
Paul 1. Stay tuned in future TellTales for more results. 
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Past	Commodore’s	Report	
by Eric van Soeren 

1

The SISC rezoning request has 
almost worked its way through 
the Islands Trust process. On 
October 22, 2015, I attended a 
meeting of the Local Trust 
Committee (LTC) to discuss the 
proposed rezoning and the input 
from neighbours. At that meeting 

we received first reading of our proposed rezoning.   
 
As written, the rezoning will accomplish what we 
need, which is the comfort of knowing we can 
have both a residence and a clubhouse on our 
property, and can rebuild if a catastrophic event 
destroyed our clubhouse. Also, as long as we don’t 
increase the size of the clubhouse or the marina 
our current number of parking spots will be 

deemed to be sufficient.   
 
However, a few wrinkles were 
thrown in. We were requested 
to put in at least five bicycle 
parking spots and four 
handicapped parking spots to 
meet current requirements for 
private clubhouses. The 
House and Grounds 
Committee has done that. To 
allay the concerns of our 
neighbours about excessive 
speed by Club members 
leaving the property, they 
have also installed a sign at 
the exit of the Club property 
to encourage members to 
drive slowly. 
 
We were also asked to pursue 
certification as a Clean 
Marina by the Georgia Strait 

Alliance. I have started that 
process by completing a self-

assessment questionnaire and we are 
now registered with the program. Most 

of the considerations do not apply to us because 

2

we are a private club with none of the normal risk 
factors like a fuel dock, haul out facilities, repair 
facilities, etc. We hope to be certified in time for the 
Opening Day Sailpast. At LTC request, we have 
also obtained an encroachment permit for the shed 
in the turnaround at the entrance to the pier. 
 
The biggest potential hurdle discussed at the 
October LTC meeting was consideration of putting 
in a sewage pump-out facility, although the 
Advisory Planning Commission advised it was not 
necessary. However, the Club was able to demon-
strate to the Islands Trust Planner that it was more 
environmentally beneficial if the Club members 
continued to use the nearby sewage pump-out in 
Ganges, where the sewage goes through the Ganges 
sewage treatment plant, rather than being trucked 
to Victoria where it would ultimately have been 
pumped into the Strait of Juan de Fuca.  
 
During the December 7, 2015 
LTC meeting we received 
second reading of the 
proposed rezoning, and 
confirmation from the LTC 
that we would not have to 
install a sewage pump-out 
station. We do have to keep a 
notice on the docks directing 
our members and guests to 
the Ganges pump out, which 
has been done. 
 
The final LTC Meeting to deal with our zoning was 
held on January 14, 2016, preceded by a public 
hearing. The only resistance at the hearing was 
from one neighbour who presented a petition 
signed mostly by family members. Other 
neighbours spoke in support of the Club. We then 
received third reading of our request and the 
rezoning By-law has now been approved by the 
Trust’s Executive Committee. The final step will be 
adoption at the next LTC meeting, which we have 
been assured should go through without further 
problem. We are almost there!   ■ 
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Yo	Ho	Ho	and	a	Happy	New	Year!	
It’s always great to start off the year with 
friendly faces (and the rum doesn’t hurt 
either). The clubhouse was buzzing at the 
January 1st Hot Rum Social with 80 
members there to ring in 2016 with the new 
year’s first social event. How many faces 
can you recognize?   ■ 
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standard and excellent example for me to follow. 
We began the hand-off with an intensive one-on-
one meeting, and a flurry of emails since then. 
He has passed on some of the “secrets” of his 
success, but also encouraged me to make the role 
my own. So I shall! 
 
On December 17th, I conducted a first meeting of 
the Racing Group to plan the new year. The 
meeting was quite well-attended, including a 
majority of the skippers of regularly-raced SISC 
boats. The purpose of the meeting was fourfold: 
1) Discuss and adopt a calendar for the new 
year’s racing activities; 2) Discuss and clarify our 

move from PHRF-NW to 
PHRF-BC for establishing 
handicap ratings for our 
boats and races; 3) 
Consider how ratings are 
used in our own races; and 
4) Consider an effective 
scheme for delegating a 
number of the 
organizational roles and 
activities among the group. 
 
After some tuning and 

suggestions both before and during the meeting, 
we have adopted the calendar which is now on 
our website at http://saltspringsailing.ca/2016-
racing-calendar/.  
 
In due course, it will be in the 2016 yearbook as 
well. I tested some new ideas for the calendar 
with the group – some were well-appreciated, 
others not so much. Overall, the goal was to keep 
the pace of our races balanced through the year, 
and to avoid conflicts with important regional 
regattas, both of the “big boat” variety, as well as 
those important to our strong contingent of 
International One Metre (IOM) radio-controlled 
boats. We achieved this quite well, and now just 
await how Mother Nature and her wind minions 
will mess with our well-laid plans. 
    continued on page 11 

1

Please allow me to introduce 
myself, your new Fleet Captain 
Racing for 2016. I have been a 
member of our Club since late 
2009, but only became a boat 
owner and skipper in July of 2010.  
 
My sailboat, Velica (below), is 

unique, not just in the Club, but in the world. It is 
the first Alerion Express 33 purpose-built with an 
electric auxiliary drive, so no diesel, no fumes, no 
spills, and very little noise. She is also a great short-
handed day-sailer, and now that I know her, not too 
shabby a racing machine either!  
 
When I acquired Velica, I 
actually had not intended 
to race her, and had no 
experience racing at all. 
She is my first boat, and I 
came to the Club as a 
complete rookie sailor. It is 
a great credit to the overall 
community that is SISC, 
and particularly to the 
generosity and openness of 
the racing group, that I not 
only became a racer, but an avid one, and find 
myself now as your Fleet Captain Racing. 
 
My wife Maggie and I immigrated from the U.S., 
directly to Salt Spring Island in 2008, after spending 
more than two years building our nest on the flank 
of Mount Maxwell, overlooking Captain Passage. 
We are now proud to call ourselves Canadian 
citizens. We hope to contribute to the SISC 
community for many years to come. 
 
On to the business of organizing and conducting a 
new year of fun and competitive racing. My job in 
taking on the role is made immeasurably easier, and 
more challenging, by following in the well-placed 
footsteps of my predecessor, Kevin Vine. Kevin did 
a universally-appreciated great job, and set a high 

Racing	Forum	
by Vincent Argiro, Fleet Captain Racing 
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Hot	Rum	Race	Kicks	off	Season	
 
We were blessed 
with a beautiful 
morning as fore-
cast, the sun 
shining between 
drifting fog 
banks, and the 
wind at the upper 
end of expecta-
tions. The hoar 
frost was a bit of an 
issue, and a number of 
people reported frozen 
and stubborn rigging. 
Nonetheless, nine 
boats started. (Alas 
for this FCR, the year 
began with an electric 
motor that would not go, and hence Velica 
stayed on dock to watch the proceedings. 
 
On the podium, First Draft took solid line 
honours and the win, followed by Electra and 
then a resurgent Wildfire. However, it was 
Deryn Mor who played the shifts a little more 
economically on the way in, and pipped 
Wildfire for third place by just one second on 
the CC ratings, and 22 seconds on PHRF! 
 
A hearty meal was served to a big crowd in the 
clubhouse. Hot rum was duly dispensed. I 
awarded a record three bottles of rum to the 
podium winners. Martin Herbert’s apt 
comment on the day applies: 
 
“Captain’s 
Log Star 
Date Jan 1, 
2016: Have 
sailed every 
day this 
year. Let’s 
try to keep 
this record 
going.”   ■ 

3

Racing	Forum	
continued from page 10 
 
The move to PHRF-BC was also well discussed 
and pledges were made and taken for all raced 
boats to be certified as rated in the new system by 
January. I want to thank Roger Kibble for his 
substantial leadership and diplomacy in effecting 
this move forward, which will make the rating 
process much more user-friendly, responsive and 
transparent for SISC racers. Roger has agreed to be 
our representative in the PHRF-BC handicappers 
meetings in Vancouver. Sail BC has formally 
accepted our request for representation and 
welcomed Roger on board. 
 
The issue of how to apply these handicap ratings 
in our own races has a long and complex history, 
and I will not bore the general membership with 
the details. Suffice it to say that we had a 
productive and progressive discussion at a follow-
up meeting in January, and by consensus I was 
given the mandate by the attendees to make a 
decision on ratings and scoring for this season. 
 
We will use PHRF-BC ratings, which are now 
substantially complete. There will be no Club 
adjustments. If you intend to race this season, 
please apply to the PHRF-BC as soon as possible. 
 
In order to address the diversity of the fleet, and 
hopefully encourageen w, less experienced 
entrants, we are also introducint a “Cruising 
Class” division in the scoring, which skippers can 
opt for at the beginning of each racing series (A, B, 
C). Standings in that division will be kept in 
addition to overall standings, and awards given in 
that division for each series, and for the whole 
year.  
 
Lastly, I discussed delegation of functions within 
the group, and my strongly-held philosophy that 
every essential expert must have an apprentice in 
mentorship, ready to take on the role at a future 
time. To begin, I announced and thanked those 
who had already stepped up to take on or continue 
in delegated positions within the racing group.  
    continued on page 12 
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4

Racing	Forum	
continued from page 11 
 
Firstly, Kevin Vine has agreed 
to continue his expert hand in 
maintaining the very well-
organized and informative 
racing section of the SISC 
website. Roger Kibble, as 
already mentioned, will 
continue to assist the group in 
measurements and ratings, and 
to represent us with PHRF-BC. 
Pete McGovern has offered to 
chair the Round Saltspring Race 
again this year. Audible sighs of 
relief and thanks were heard 
when I announced that! 
Philippe Erdmer will gamely 
continue as our race score-
keeper. Lawrie Neish will 
continue engraving and looking 
after the trophies. Martin 
Herbert will continue to inspire, 
organize, recruit into and report 
on the IOM racing scene. I am 
looking for apprentices for all of 
these roles and hope to see some 
hands raised soon. 
 
In closing, we look forward to 
seeing many of you, including 
some fresh and even inexper-
ienced hands out on the 
breakwater for our races this 
year, just as I came, a few short 
and fulfilling years ago. If you 
would like to join the racing 
group, in any capacity or level of 
involvement, please email me at 
racing@saltspringsailing.ca, and 
I will put you on the racing 
group email list to get all the 
latest updates. 
 
Happy New Year and full sails 
to all!   ■ 

This issue of TellTales marks the debut of 
photographs by our new Club Photography 
Coordinator, Larry Melious, who was ably assisted 
by contributing Club members.  
 
We always welcome photos for the newsletter, 
website, yearbook and on our Club Flickr page. 
Larry has set up an easy-to-use Dropbox folder 

where you can upload your photos to share with other members.  
 
If you are organizing a club social event, cruise, race or other 
function, please encourage participants to take photos, and upload a 
folder of their best to our Club Photo Dropbox. Your folder should 
be named and dated, so we can keep our photo archive organized 
and credit you for your contributed photos. The suggested naming 
format looks like this: yourname-event-date, so for example, 
lmelious-rumrace-1-1-16. If you have questions, or to get further 
specifications for submitted photos, you can contact Larry at 
photos@saltspringsailing.ca.  
 
Lots of other things cooking on the communications front right now, 
including work on the 2016 Yearbook, preparations for the 2016 
Round Saltspring Race, and a catch-up on website updates. With 
help from webmaster Connie Brett, we will also begin work on a 
format update for TellTales soon. I could really use some editorial 
and organizing assistance on the 2016 Yearbook. If you’re interested, 
contact me at telltales@saltspringsailing.ca, or give me a call!   ■ 

Channels	
By Silk Questo, Communications Director 

C R U I S I N G 	 	 T A L K S 	

My	Favourite	Reciprocals	
with	Wendy	Vine	and	Alan	Brooke	

	

Monday		•		March	7		•	7:00	pm	
at	the	clubhouse	

	

How	many	of	our	reciprocal	clubs	have	you	visited?	And	what	can	you	
expect	when	you	get	there?	The	Cruising	Committee	is	putting	on	an	
informative	talk	all	about	our	SISC	reciprocal	clubs,	hosted	by	Wendy	
Vine	and	Alan	Brooke,	that	cruising	members	will	want	to	attend	to	help	
make	the	most	of	your	plans	for	the	2016	cruising	season!		
	

ADMISSION	FREE	
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Cruising	Report	
By Karen Laidlaw, Fleet Captain Cruising 

1

As I settle into my position as Fleet Captain 
Cruising, I am happy and relieved to be 
supported by a team of competent Cruising 
Committee members: Wendy Vine, Jennifer 
Healey, John Lugsdin, Alan Brooke, and 
Rob Denny. In addition to sitting on the 
Committee, Alan Brooke has agreed to stay 

on as Reciprocal Officer for another year. Our Reciprocal Club 
list will remain unchanged for 2016. If you took advantage of 
visiting any of the clubs that we have reciprocal agreements 
with, please direct your feedback and comments to Alan or me.  
 
My first official event as Fleet Captain Cruising was to attend 
Hugh and Sylvia Greenwood’s presentation of “Favourite 
Anchorages on the BC Coast” in December, the first in a series. 
Hugh and Sylvia shared their cruising experiences, from Sidney Spit 
to Haida Gwaii, with a capacity crowd. This was followed on 
January 29th by the second in the series, presented by Lorne and 
Colleen Shantz. Lorne and Colleen have spent many seasons 
cruising the Broughton Group, Colleen always with camera in 
hand. Special thanks to Hugh and Sylvia, Lorne and Colleen, and 
the Salt Spring Power Squadron for organizing these events. 
 
Cruisers who are starting to plan their 2016 cruising destinations 
will want to attend an upcoming talk organized by the Cruising 
Committee at the clubhouse on March 7th at 1900 hours, “My 
Favourite Reciprocals” by Alan Brooke and Wendy Vine. 
 
The Cruising Committee met on January 15th to plan an exciting 
Itinerary of Cruises for 2016. The schedule includes 8 cruises: 
 
Mar 25-28  Easter Cruise 
May 20-23  Round Saltspring Island Cruise 
Jun (dates TBD) Historical Cruise 
Jul 15-18  Tod Inlet Cruise 
Aug 10-14  Open Boat Cruise (small boats & mother ships) 
Sep (dates TBD) Victoria Inner Harbour Cruise 
Oct 28-30  Pub Cruise 
Dec 31   New Year’s Eve Cruise 
 
If you have any suggestions or would like to host a cruise, please 
contact me. Watch TellTales and the Club website for further details 
about all our upcoming cruises. 
      continued on page 14 

WINTER CRUISING TALKS 
Our off-season cruising talks have been 
very popular this year! From top: capacity 
crowd for the Greenwoods’ talk in 
December; Hugh Greenwood; Laura 
Dafoe and Victoria Skinner serve 
refreshments; Russell Logan with Colleen 
and Lorne Shantz. 
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Our	local	squadron	of	
CPSS	is	offering	5	
courses,	held	at	the	
Sailing	Club,	in	the	New	
Year	that	teach	a	variety	

of	boating	safety	skills.	Two	of	these	
provide	government	permits:	the	PCOC,	
which	is	required	to	operate	a	boat	
powered	by	more	than	9.9	hp,	and	the	
Maritime	VHF	Radio	course,	which	
provides	ROC(M)	permit	to	operate	a	VHS	
radio.		
	
For	more	information,	please	call	
SISC	members:		
	
Michael	Clark	(250-537-5377),	or		
Laura	Dafoe	(250-537-8804),	or	email:	
	
cps@saltspringsailing.com		

CLICK HERE 
for list of local courses 

Saltspring	Island	Courses	
	

Course	Description	 	 Start	Date	 	 End	Date	
Boating	Basics	–	PCOC	 	 Jan	11,	2016	 	 Jan	18,	2016	
RADAR	for	Pleasure	Craft	 Jan	12,	2016	 	 Jan	26,	2016	
Boating	Essentials	 	 Feb	1,	2016	 	 Feb20,	2016	
Introduction	to	Weather	 Mar	14,	2016	 	 Mar	24,	2016	
for	Recreational	Boaters	
Maritime	Radio	–	ROC(M)	 Apr	12,	2016	 	 Apr	19,	2016	

2

Cruising	Report	
continued from page 13 
 
Our New Year’s Eve Cruise was a 
great success. Eight boats, carrying 21 
people and 6 dogs, cruised over to 
Montague Harbour in sunny, albeit 
frosty, conditions to welcome in 
2016. There was no room at the dock so 
we had to go with Plan B, which meant 5 boats 
rafted and 3 boats took mooring buoys. By all 
reports, a good time was had by all. A big 
“Thank you!” to Betsy Johnston and Derek 
Hill for hosting the party aboard Merriweather. 
Wishing everyone Happy Cruising in 2016!   ■ 
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Editor’s Log 
 
Happy 2016 to all! So far the winter has been relatively kind to us, 
and we already have daffodil leaves pushing 10” above the soil. Is 
this the portent of an early spring and a long, lazy cruising season 
in the new year? Or is Ma Nature just teasing, encouraging us to 
do our spring boat commissioning just in time for a late 
snowstorm? 
 
We’re in the midst of Boat Show season, with Opening Day only  
about 10 weeks away, so now is a great time for those bigger 
chores – installations, updates, clean-ups. The plan is to revive our 
Club Safety Day this year, a good time to check all your safety 
equipment, get your free RMCSAR inspection, and update gear 
such as flares and propane tanks if necessary.  
 
You’ll want to be ready for cruising, because this year our 
Cruising Committee is already super well organized and is 
planning lots of Club Cruises from Spring through Fall. Two great 
off-season Cruising Talks have already been put on this winter, 
and watch for more to come, including one in March on SISC 

reciprocal clubs.  
 
Maybe it’s the weather, but I can’t get cruising off 
my mind. Hope to see you at one of the many 
Club events coming up soon! 
 
Silk Questo 
Editor | telltales@saltspringsailing.ca  

Parting	Shots	
One of the most popular anchorages in the Desolation 
Sound area, the small, pretty cove where Mystic is 
moored was once the site of an early 20th-century 
cabin, whose owner sometimes kept his goat safe from 
cougars by rowing it over to one of the tiny islets near 
the mouth of the cove. This is a stunning part of the 
coast, full of pioneer tales recorded in treasured 
memoires like The Curve of Time. Guess where we are 
for a prize of club gear! Send to 
telltales@saltspringsailing.ca  

SALTSPRING	ISLAND	SAILING	CLUB	TELLTALES	 New	Year	2016	

Fall	contest	winner	…	

	

TellTales	is	a	publication	of	the	
Saltspring	Island	Sailing	Club	

152	Douglas	Rd,	Saltspring	Is,	BC	V8K	2J2	
www.saltspringsailing.ca	

©	2016,	Saltspring	Island	Sailing	Club	
all	rights	reserved.	

March	TellTales	deadline	is		
Friday,	March	11th.	

By	a	roll	of	the	dice,	Bruce	Logan	is	the	
winner	of	the	Fall	mystery	photo	contest.		
Among	several	entires,	only	two	correctly	
identified	Orcas	Village	on	Orcas	Island,	with	
the	Washington	State	ferry	and	the	grocery	
store	in	the	frame.	Congratulations	Bruce!	
Pick	up	your	prize	envelope	at	the	clubhouse	
in	the	members’	mail	slot!	
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